LDISD Reading and Language Arts Programs: 
An Evaluation Rubric for Textbook Adoption 
Adopted from a document prepared by the Commission on Reading 

National Council of Teachers of English 

Directions for completing the textbook materials rubric

Purpose 
This document will assist you in evaluating textbooks from the following companies: 

· Houghton/Mifflin/Harcourt – Journeys

· Macmillan/McGraw Hill – Treasures

· Pearson/Scott Foresman – Reading Street
This rubric will assist you in selecting textbook materials in reading and language arts. Please use this document to guide the professional discussion among your colleagues as you look at the materials. 

Model of Teaching Reading and Writing
The model on which the matrix is based centers around Lake Dallas ISD’s philosophy and beliefs in teaching reading and writing.  Reading/Writing is a complex, purposeful, social, and cognitive process; in which readers simultaneously use their knowledge of spoken and written language, their knowledge of the topic of the text, and their knowledge of their culture to construct meaning. Effective reading/writing instruction is grounded in a professional knowledge of how readers/writers make sense of print and how students learn. 
Users 
The matrix is intended as a discussion and decision-making tool for LDISD teachers to select instructional materials. The matrix offers categorized features for you to consider in making decisions about appropriate materials and goals for LDISD literacy instruction. 
Decisions about the evidence, depth and effectiveness of the various features should be recorded on the rubric. Each group using the rubric should determine its own scores by considering LDISD needs, standards (TEKS), depth of learning, and definitions of reading/writing.  The actual numeric evaluation of program features is less important than the conversations you have with your colleagues, prompted by the use of the matrix, so please take time to talk about the features of each textbook. 

Matrix Use 
Under each publisher’s name evaluate the materials using this rubric. For each publisher’s literacy program under consideration, mark each feature to the degree of its quality in the program. 
Use:    3 to indicate high degree of quality, 
           2 to indicate medium degree of quality, and 
           1 to indicate low degree of quality. 
Total the points for each publisher to determine which program contains the features to the highest degree of quality. A desirable program for LDISD will be one in which features are evident to the highest degree of quality.
Reviewer(s): __________________________

  Grade Level: __________________
LDISD Elementary Reading and Language Arts
Textbook Adoption Rubric

	For each literacy program considered for the Lewisville ISD adoption, mark each feature to the degree of quality in the program: 

(Use 3 to indicate high degree of quality 

           2 to indicate medium degree of quality, 

           1 to indicate low degree of quality in each reviewed program.  

A desirable program for LISD will be one in which a high degree of quality for each of these features is clearly evident.  

The following programs are being evaluated:  

H – Houghton Mifflin/Harcourt – Journeys

M   MacMillan/McGraw Hill – Treasures

P -   Pearson/Scott Foresman – Reading Street


	PROGRAM FEATURES
	 Degree of Quality

	
	H
	M
	P

	INSTRUCTIONAL APPROACHES
	
	
	

	   -student generated topics and questions
	
	
	

	   -strategies & skills embedded in meaningful text
	
	
	

	   -gradual release of responsibility (scaffold instruction toward independence)
	
	
	

	   - text to support the comprehension toolkit and discussion
	
	
	

	   -partner – paired reading
	
	
	

	   -real world project based learning
	
	
	

	   -extensive independent reading (SSR, student choice reading)
	
	
	

	   -whole class lessons
	
	
	

	   -small group lessons
	
	
	

	   -individual lessons (instructional and independent)
	
	
	

	   - literacy workstation support
	
	
	

	   -guided reading
	
	
	

	   -shared reading
	
	
	

	   -paired passages
	
	
	

	   -read alouds
	
	
	

	   -literature study
	
	
	

	   -differentiated text and materials:
	
	
	

	· are culturally respectful and relevant
	
	
	

	· support varied reading levels (response to intervention)
	
	
	

	· support varied interests
	
	
	

	· address needs of special education students
	
	
	

	· address needs of English Learners at various levels
	
	
	

	· address the needs of struggling students
	
	
	

	  -writing workshop; writing as a process
	
	
	

	  -Six Traits writing
	
	
	

	  -conventions (grammar, punctuation, capitalization) taught in context


	
	
	

	PROGRAM FEATURES
	Degree of Quality

	
	H
	M
	P

	COMPREHENSION
	
	
	

	  -development of higher level thinking and critical literacy
	
	
	

	  -emphasis on meaning-making with connected text, including focus on using fiction and non-fiction text structures and features
	
	
	

	  -multiple perspectives, themes, and interpretations
	
	
	

	  -independence in learning/self-directed
	
	
	

	  -development of cognitive strategies (predicting, questioning, confirming, summarizing, inferring)
	
	
	

	  -development of metacognitive strategies (thinking about your own thinking)
	
	
	

	  -development of multiple cueing systems
	
	
	

	  -opportunities for comprehension work
	
	
	

	· before reading
	
	
	

	· during reading
	
	
	

	· after reading
	
	
	

	  -development of schema (connecting to current and new knowledge)
	
	
	

	  -supports comprehension understanding with text evidence
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	WORD STUDY
	
	
	

	Phonics
	
	
	

	  -phonemic awareness in context
	
	
	

	  -phonics in context
	
	
	

	  -alphabetic principle
	
	
	

	  -high frequency words in context
	
	
	

	  -hands on phonics activities
	
	
	

	  -word families
	
	
	

	  
	
	
	

	Vocabulary Instruction
	
	
	

	  -experiential base for vocabulary (ex. word sorts)
	
	
	

	  -analogies
	
	
	

	  -vocabulary from text
	
	
	

	  -vocabulary building from roots & affixes
	
	
	

	  -concept-driven vocabulary instruction
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Spelling
	
	
	

	  -assessments to determine spelling level
	
	
	

	  -constructed spelling as approximation (invented spelling)
	
	
	

	  -spelling as a window into phonics knowledge
	
	
	

	  -integrated into writing
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	READING FLUENCY
	
	
	

	  -emphasis on rate, expression, and phrasing
	
	
	

	  -integrated poetry selections
	
	
	

	  -reading fluency with comprehension
	
	
	

	  -reader’s theater opportunities
	
	
	

	  -choral reading selections 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	PROGRAM FEATURES

	Degree of Quality

	
	H
	M
	P

	READING/WRITING CONNECTIONS
	
	
	

	  -reading and writing integrated (text as a source for student writing opportunities)
	
	
	

	  -discussions about individual and social uses of literacy
	
	
	

	  -opportunities for self-reflection
	
	
	

	  -connections to content area, such as Social Studies
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	ASSESSMENT
	
	
	

	  -classroom-based, ongoing (running record, miscue analysis, retelling, anecdotal observations, student reading histories, records of reading, fluency measures)
	
	
	

	  -progress monitoring
	
	
	

	  -written reactions and responses to texts
	
	
	

	  -real world applications
	
	
	

	  -includes alternative assessments for English Learners
	
	
	

	  -lists of reading/writing/word study behaviors and characteristics
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	MEDIA AND TOOLS
	
	
	

	Books
	
	
	

	  -authentic connected texts, complete & unabridged
	
	
	

	  -predictable texts
	
	
	

	  -selection of big books (K-1)
	
	
	

	  -leveled texts & guided reading lessons
	
	
	

	  -non-fiction texts (procedural, informational, expository, persuasive, media literacy)
	
	
	

	  -classroom libraries
	
	
	

	  -original illustrations
	
	
	

	  -school-to-home-connections
	
	
	

	  -suggestions for extended readings
	
	
	

	  -multi genre
	
	
	

	Technology tools 
	
	
	

	  -Teacher tools - CD/DVD/websites (TE, books, professional materials, activities)
	
	
	

	  -Student tools – CD/DVD/websites (SmartBoard or other interactive tools, practice lessons, vocabulary, recorded texts, etc.)
	
	
	

	  -manipulatives for multi-sensory learning
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	MATERIALS REPRESENT & SUPPORT
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	  -academic language, skills and concepts implicit in the standards
	
	
	

	  -content that is age and developmentally appropriate
	
	
	

	  -content that is of interest to both genders
	
	
	

	  -accurate current information
	
	
	

	  -high quality representation of the genres required by the TEKS for reading/writing
	
	
	

	· fiction, memories, biographies, autobiographies, poetry, drama, persuasive, informational, procedural, multimedia (graphs, charts, web pages, photographs, ads, other visuals)
	
	
	

	  -authentic multicultural perspectives (text & illustrations)
	
	
	

	  -content likely to engage and interest readers/writers
	
	
	

	PROGRAM FEATURES

	Degree of Quality

	
	H
	M
	P

	PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES & DEVELOPMENT
	
	
	

	  -support for meeting needs of individual students (resources, instructional approaches)
	
	
	

	  -resources and professional development experiences to build teacher knowledge about learning and literacy
	
	
	

	  -research and theory base of program provided
	
	
	

	  -support for teacher as instruction decision-maker
	
	
	

	  -provision for parent education, support, and involvement
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	

	OVERALL RATING
	
	
	

	Program Summary Statements
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